
___ $45 Regular membership

___ $35 First year teacher

___ $20 Full-time undergrad student or 

 student teacher

___ $20 Retired teacher

* Individual meeting fee is $15.

Members unable to attend a meeting may send 

someone in their place at no cost. 

Membership Type:

___ New ___ Renewal ___ Student

Name: _____________________________

Address: ___________________________

 __________________________________

Phone: _____________________________

e-mail: _____________________________

School/District: ______________________

MRA Member # _____________________

IRA Member # _______________________

                      Checks payable to: 

                      Kent Reading Council

                      Paypal payment available

                   www.kentreadingcouncil.com

       OUR MISSION :

To provide literacy 

professional development, 
networking and resources to 

educators.

Please mail to :

Jane Mead

539 Nordberg Ave. NW

Grand Rapids, MI 49504

 mjbmead@gmail.com

  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

    2014-2015

    BOARD DIRECTORY

President-  Kim Doele

President Elect-  Karla Marks

Vice President-  Tim Hargis

Honor Council Chair-  Andrea Severns

Secretary-  Camille Townshend

Treasurer-  Denise Dishon

Membership Chair-  Jane Mead

Legislative Chair-  Cindy Clingman

Region 3 MRA Rep-  Amy Bean

Hospitality Chair-  Kathy Munger

Past President-  Tim Saunders

UNITED WE READ, UNITED WE WRITE

-Together we strive so that together we thrive-

Kent Reading Council

2014-2015 

Membership Application

● Renowned Speakers  ● Networking

● Professional Development  ● SCECH’s

● Informative Newsletters   ● Great Giveaways

● Delicious Dinners

WWW.KENTREADINGCOUNCIL.COM

Check out our website and 

visit us on FACEBOOK.

http://www.kentreadingcouncil.com
http://www.kentreadingcouncil.com
mailto:mjbmead@gmail.com
mailto:mjbmead@gmail.com
http://WWW.KENTREADINGCOUNCIL.COM
http://WWW.KENTREADINGCOUNCIL.COM


                                            Events 2014-2015 

                ■ Registration and dinner 4:30 p.m. ■ Presentation 5:00 - 6:15  ■ Kent ISD Rooms

This year’s speaker selection is unique and covers a 
broad spectrum of interest areas. There truly is  
something planned for everyone!  You will notice as 
you read through our list of speakers that some 
topics include: content area reading, ways to 
motivate literacy learning, the newest in children’s 
literature, as well as reading and writing poetry.   
Invite a friend and join the Kent Reading Council 
2014/2015!

October 7 (Tuesday) 

Debbie Arechiga presents, “The Top 
Ten Tips for Navigating Informational 
Texts.” Her newest book is called, Reaching 
English Language Learners in Every 
Classroom.  Debbie will share effective and 
engaging literacy approaches that promote 
student learning and engagement with 
social studies texts. 

November 3 ( Monday)

Susan Laninga, GVSU professor and 
author, shares motivating ways to encourage 
students to make literacy connections through 
the use of “Foldables.” Foldables are three-
dimensional graphic organizers that help 
students build neural pathways for retrieving 
learned information from a physical space.  
(Please plan to stay a little longer this evening 
if you are able.) 

February 3, 2015 ( Tuesday)

Amorak Huey, published poet and 
GVSU professor of poetry and creative 
writing, will discuss the power of reading 
poetry in the classroom and offer strategies 
for teaching students how to write poetry.

Amy Ludwig VanDerwater, 
published poet, author, writing staff 
developer and keeper of 
www.poemfarm.amylv.com, will  share 
ideas for using poetry with young students. 
She will offer ways to encourage students 
to fall in love with poetry and demonstrate 
strategies for writing poetry.

April 14, 2015 (Tuesday)

Mark Raffler  (KISD) will present 
“Literacy Resources- Summer Literacy Links and 
Learning for Students and Parents.” Join us this 
evening and you will leave with ideas to keep 
your students reading and writing all summer 
long.

September 17 (Wednesday)

Liz Story and Pam Page, 
both GVSU professors and literacy 
experts, will kick off the year sharing 
“The Newest in Children’s and Young 
Adult Literature.”  Not only will they 
present engaging book talks; 
Cornucopia Book sellers will also be on 
site with the books available for 
purchase at the end of the evening. 

Dec. 3 (Wednesday)

Jeff Anderson returns to share a peek at 
his newest book, Revision Decision. He will 
touch on the spectrum of the development of 
revision skills while presenting, "Developing 
Grammar With Mentor Texts and Sentence 
Combining." 

January 6, 2015 (Tuesday)

KISD Educators: Rick Mushing, 
Ebiri Nkugba, and Jen Arnswald 
are dedicated to improving STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) 
literacy for all students. They will address 
“Reading for Technical Literacy” by offering a 
multi-level presentation for various grade 
level groups.  Strategies to help students 
create meaning from graphs, charts, and 
technical documents will be explored.


